
 

MEDIA RELEASE                                                                                  Aug. 7, 2020 

Governor Hogan Announces Reopening of Coronavirus Special 
Enrollment to Uninsured Marylanders as COVID-19 Pandemic Continues 

 
Maryland Will Offer Nation’s Longest Special Enrollment Period Related to COVID-19 
Emergency; More Than 54,000 Enrolled in Health Coverage from March 16 to July 15 

 
ANNAPOLIS, MD—Gov. Larry Hogan was joined today by Insurance Commissioner Kathleen 
Birrane, insurance companies, and the Maryland Health Benefit Exchange to announce the 
reopening of the coronavirus emergency special enrollment period until Dec. 15. More than 
54,000 Marylanders enrolled in health coverage during the special enrollment period from March 
16 to July 15. With today’s announcement, Maryland will offer the longest special enrollment 
period in the nation related to the coronavirus emergency. 

“The people of our great state have endured so many personal, medical, and economic 
challenges, and this crisis is not yet behind us,” said Governor Hogan. “Reopening the special 
enrollment period is another way we are helping Marylanders weather this storm, get back on 
their feet, and recover.” 

“As Maryland continues to battle this global pandemic, we would like to make it as easy as 
possible for uninsured Marylanders to address their health concerns by reopening the coronavirus 
special enrollment period to help our Maryland families get the health coverage they need,” said 
Michele Eberle, executive director of Maryland Health Benefit Exchange. 

Maryland Health Connection plans cover testing, visits relating to testing, and treatment of 
COVID-19. Consumers will not be billed for a copay, coinsurance, or deductible for services to 
test, diagnose, and treat COVID-19. Marylanders do not need to be sick to enroll in coverage. 
This special enrollment is for private health plans only. Those who qualify for Medicaid may 
enroll any time of year. 

To enroll, visit ​MarylandHealthConnection.gov​ or download the free “Enroll MHC” mobile app. 
For free consumer assistance, call 855-642-8572 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on weekdays. Help is 
available in more than 200 languages through the call center, as well as Relay service for the 

https://www.marylandhealthconnection.gov/


Deaf and hard of hearing. Trained navigators and brokers statewide offer free help enrolling by 
phone. 

### 

Maryland Health Benefit Exchange: (MHBE) is a public corporation and independent unit of the 
state government. It was established in 2011 in accordance with the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act of 2010 (ACA) and is responsible for the administration of Maryland 
Health Connection. 

Maryland Health Connection: One of every six Marylanders receive their health coverage 
through Maryland Health Connection (MHC), the state-based health insurance marketplace. 
Residents can compare and enroll in health insurance as well as determine eligibility for 
Medicaid or financial help with private plans. 

 

 


